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Kcl Cuni, an Albanian, arrived in Trieste' from Yugosla'/ia on 31 August 
l^U .in possession of a Yugcslav travel, permit valid for travel to Trieste. 
Cuni, the son of Sokol and Suta Prenussi, was bom in Shkoder, .'dbania, on 
15 December 191?. A clerk, he is single and a member of the Roman Catholic 
' Church. He. remained in Trieste until 9 September 195U at which time he was 
taken across tiie FTT-Italian. border by jastrcw to Cervigna.no, Italy, where 
, he was placed on a train bound, for Hone , 

Cuni was debriefed by .Cl U during the period. 31 August - 8 September 195U. 
d did, not take notes daring the debriefing and, as is evident from . 

an examination of the. information provided, Cuni seemed to avoid giving ■ 
anything , but general infornation on, his a,ctivities during the last five 
years . d states that Cuni at ti-Ticsi actually attempted to avoid cer- 
tain subjects of intelligence interest and always succeeded in keeping the 
discussion on general topics. C ^ is a personal friend of Cuni. and the 
entire debriefing was conducted. in an atmosphere of friendly discusaipn' 
rather than an actual interrogation, which was in line with e. 

. Dosition and Cuni's ties with "the Italian services. 



Cuni was recruited for a mission into Albania by Italian Kaval^telligence 
during -frie. early part of 15^9. He was one of a number of Albiui^cs taken 
from' Italian refugee camps and sent to the Island of Hontecristo for train- 
ir^ in clandestine operations. None of the Albanians, were* permitted to 
leave the Island^uring . the training period; hcwever, on one occasion 
Cuni and AlusljJ?Lleshanaka, another trainee, were permdttea one short trip 
to Rome . lUuring xne training period Cuni noticed a certa^ amount of • 
political spd.^^Llation on the m«^t of the directors of the (Bloku Kanbetar 
T iyiipe n den^^EKI ) be/ause Le;?^oliqi, the brother of rProf essorNjLrn esu ~ 
and Caf "fegji^ora~ were inelua^ in the training group although' 

/i.t was known~ a~ priori that they would never actually take part in the mis- 
sion to Albania*. Both Koliqi and Vlora were paid even though they were 
not active. 

Approximately 20 Albanians took part in the trjlhing progx^. Cuni could 
yd^y recall the namas^f Alush Lleshanaka, Ze.f/£uka, OJon/^jinaJ, OJon 
^Helyshi, and Paskoy^etaJ . Among the instructors'Dlni redaH's'I talian ~ 
'HaJoF; Qe Angelfs (^ITiu) who taught map-reading and was known as a veteran 
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parachutiat. both Cuni and Lleahanaka were given apecial training in 
radio tranemiasion. During the trainirig period meni^era of the group 
received pay at the rate of 30i0*^ lire per month vhich was later in- 
creased to 60,000 lire per month. In addition, the group received fooa, 

, do thing and board. The agreement with the Itdians prpvidfsd that 
members of the group would continue to receive ' 60,i>)0 lire B-.onthly even 
when they were on the mission in Albania and, in case of ceath, the money 
would be given to the family of the deceased. 

5, Shortly before the group left for Albania an inci^nt between Cuni and 

members of the Ka (in the person of Dr. Ismajl/yerlaci, Professor Elmest 
jColiqi and ^j£r^arka£jora)_ occurred when’Cunr inTis-EeQ on being to]d 
whether or not the Americans were involved in the mission. Cuni had 

been told that the Americans were participating but since he 
had not , seen any American representative durii^ the training period he 
doubted whether the Americans had knowledge of the mission. Cuni stated 
that he would not go through wi th it unless he was assured that the American 
services were included, Matters took a turn I'o.r the worse when Verlaci 
refused to clarify the nature of American pat ticipation, Cuni goes so 
far as to state that the BKI considered executing him for desertion but 
Cuni was saved througfy the intervention of a high^officlal.of_.Italian 

(fm),. v*o. informed Cuni that the Arne riw sei'- 
vTces were weli briefed on die' i^ssion and were also included in it.; 

6» Before leaving, for Albania, tiie nine members of Cunl> s group (names not 
given) attended, church services conducted by a Mjor in the Italian 
Chaplain Corps, All of, the group were members of the^^ftbaan Catholic 

Cliurch. Pres^jjrC at the church Services were, Count'<Jarobdo (fna) and 
Conin^dante/Boltrame (fnu) both officials of "rtallaniraval Intaliigence 
, '^vtffo^commahdeH the 6^ ration. once it entered Albania, * 

7. Each msmber of the group was issued cold weather clothing, a nachine gun, 
a Bei^tta pistol, hand grenades, ;conoasses, Zeiss binoculars, a Rolez * 
watch and a pup tent, ’me group was also given 300 gold napoleons. Tbe 
group commanded ty Cuni left Romo aboard a tri-motor ailitaiy airplane 
at 1635 hours on 28 December 1?U9. Coimt Carobio was also aboard the 
plane and he acccrp)anied the men as far as the jumpii^-off point. The 
group juiced at approximately 19;5 hours and landed in an ,a«a acprcxlaately 
15 kilometers. northwest of ?CUkes, slightly eff the target area. ‘ Cuni hi=>- 
self landed on a tree and spent almost two hours freeing himself. In the 
meanwhile the members of the group were scattered over the entire area 
and did not manage to regroup until 2300 hours of the same d^ after 
having fired a number cf pistol shots to locate each other. The first 
night was spent walking towards Dardhe. The first radio ccawuni cation 
with the Naval Ministry in Rome was made on 29 Deceufcer 19li9. Sibse- 
quantly Cuni transmitted twice daily as ordered. The group was supplied 
by frequent parachute drops. Cuni recalls that on one occasion a pack- 
age was lost containing a thousand gold nmoleons. 
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.pproxittiately ono month after arrival in Albania one of Cuni's men, 

[ikol (Inu), who was approximately 23 years of a»/e and a native, of 
iregu .■■;ates, Albania, attempted to surrender to the .U. banian police, 
likol left the main i^roup in an attempt to reach an ;J, banian police 
:tation but was discovered by Cuni before he could oo so. Nikol was 
■xtreme.ly nervous and stated that he could not contiraie. with the missipn 
jxi that he wanted to turn hLmself in to the idijurimit. Cuni took no 
■ction aijainst I.'ikol because he felt sorry for him and he forgave him. 

ntact was established with the Albanian resistance fpropp in the puka 
nd ilirdita area approximately two months after Cuni? s/a rrivsd in Albania. 
iTwng Cuni's (X)ntacts in the resistanje group was j{ i^Shl laku. Shllaku 
rovided valuable military infoi^ticn to Cuni's grp^, which irLfonaation 
he former received from C no b related) who is presently resid- 

in Shkoder. In earl>’ l9^~Hil”Shllaku crossed the Albanian border into 
ugoslavia. Two months after. Hil Shllaku escaped to YUjjoslavia he re- 
ntered Albania on an. intelligence mission for uD3 sevi contacted Cuni, 
hllaku had in hiis possession various Yugoslav propagoma material for 
istribution in Albania, Cuni was disappointed with ShllaJcu's mission - 
or the UUB and told him so* Shllaku replied that he had been forced to 
ndertaj-e the mission. According to Cuni, . Shllaku is a very capable and 
ourageous individual whose only weakness is his love of acney, for which 
5 would risk every thJjig, 

■ve day before Ash Wednesday of 1950, Cuni received a radio Bessage from 
3me advising him that Alush Llesbanaka. and his group were to be dropped 
■» the vicinity of Cuni's area on ths next day. Cuni was instructed to 
irk the landing spot by lighting four large bonfires. On Ash Vedeesday 
mi learned that Nikol had again left the group, this time with 15 gold 
ipoleons, with the intention of retching Si guriait. since Sikol knew of 
.eshanaka's arrival Curd, feared that ?Mkol would infora the si^uriniti 
lerefore Cuni radioed Rone in an atter.pt to delay the drop. Since this 
IS not pos.sible, Cuni transfeired the drop zone to an area near Hcnelle. 
iter Cuni learned from, his infomants that b'ikol .had passed throu^ the’ 
J-uages of Puka, Vaudajes and Giader, croosixv~ the pri.n -tiver by raft 
■th the help of a local villager to whom be paia pae gold napoleon. This 
'^bo was actually a SLguriait agent and vas suspicious of the gold 
poleon, reportea the incident to Sigurlmit which started a «arch of the 
ea, arrested Mikol ana took him to Tirana. Cuni is certain that Jiikol 
d ai/t inform the -Siguripiit about the mission since there were no reper- 
ssions as a result of his arrest. According to inforaation Cuni received 
Yugoslavia one year ago, Jiikol is still in a Tirana prison. 

ush Lleshanaka's team arrived on Ash Wednesday vd.th no trouble. The 
an was to operate in the Elbasan area, Cuni caet Llesbanaka aor-roocLnately 
ven days after the latter arrived and, after a short stay with* Cuni 
eshanaka and his group left for Elbasan, The aircraft carryi.’^ the* 
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ihar.aka ^roup a) so brought, a our ply ol rood wh.ich war oro.p: eci a short 
ance away Troni the area siijr.aiied by Cuni. Several oL tne poop were 
latched to recover the packages. £n a flKht which ensued between .he 
ip and police agents, two of Cuni's non ar.<: seven pc-lice agents were 

,ed. 

ihanaka ooe rated in Ae ".Ibasan area and maintained radio contact -yitn ^ 

. almost on a daily basis. Anoroxinately three montr.s after .ne arriv*^ 
'-.eshanaka -3 ,:roun, his radio failed Lie chanak a persona Jy wyn.^ 

isan to obtain snare narts. -Cn the Elbasan-?uka road he net ouni, -Ao 
.sed him against.' .nsing to Elbasan and .-.ace arra:K«nents to provide .he 
.o S 3 a re oarts. Approximately one month later Lieshanaka was 
■imish with 5i,:pjrimit agents. One cay curing a nonaal natrol by CurJ, 
lis *area he ran’across a oersen who ahmittec being a Liguriait info. -Jint 
i ndskon to ciscover anti-Coerranist activities in the mountain .^reas. 
grouo decided to execute him on the spot; hevever, by some strange 
of tie r.ountains (KanunJ, Lek Dukagjirdt) the person was spared after 
u.d sworn that he would never again engage in any political activi.j . 

. is con’/inced that the person kept his word and ne ver reportec tne 
sior ,' 3 presence in the zone. 

cc Q Luni established contact with three,, school .eacher.^ ,in .nt 
hika fer the curpoae of soliciting Infontation ol an economic xaXax^ 

(1 them. Cuni mentioned the name of orJs)' one of the teachers, 
three agreed to orovide infcrr.atlon. Cuni received valuabls irf creation 
'h he tranaaltted to ana wnich he later learned was pri.n ted in an 

Lcle published by \h ej^rc^/ JlT^_kse^ in Apr^l?52 under the hean- 
" An Inquiry on iabania." The Mercuiy press Agen^ is located at 
Via di Ripetjai, Soae. Its di rector is hassimo^ffreiaitxi. and its 
tor is Hinoj ^dice » “ 

L950 Cuni met Paski>!t Suma," an anti— Cccinunist operating in ; the Mlrdlta 
rTsxma a 7 ouUi“or^ 6 ^iiirs, hed been; operating in ,^ia^ 

5 j-^ years and was considered one of the most, active In the resistance 
Baant ai^ one cf t.he most feared by the coewunists. He had joined the 
ht against the comunists in order to vindicate the death of his 
he- and five brothers. He was said to have killed nci-e than 200 
aunists. 3 una was later killed in a fight with approxlaately 300 
ice agents. Suna's name is very popular in the Hlrdita Zone avl he 
cc.isidered a martyr for the aati-ccertunis tic cause. 

iian radio seppert for the teaa was excellent. One radio message re- 
ved fror. Ro*, which particularly impressed Cuni, was a sessage from 
Kaval Ministry whicn informed Cuni of an incident which had ^curred 
Puka only 2h hours previous. Ihe ressage stated that Pal BiVKirakaJ 
seven Albanians had broken into and robbed a State CodperatAve Store 
Puija auid were now proceedin*; to a acontaln hide-out not far fron Cuni. 
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Koine aa:-.ed Cuni to contact them, vhid-. Cuni manaejecl to ao. Kov-ever, it 
was not until aijproximateiy. two months, later, <we to the tiea-// police 
activity in Uic’,Mirdita zone.' during tne. early part of .1951, Cuni. re- 
ceived radio oonmunic a cions from Rome, asking whether or nop he was ac- 
quainted with a certain iUbanian from iJhkooer wno- attenced the University ,. .. 

of Trieste, received a degree in political science in 19h-:, was married 
and had one child (AICOi'B believes the radio message referred to him). 

Rome also inq'iired on the identity of an Albardan from Ghkoder who rcsiced . 
in Trieste, then moved to Genoa and later to Rone. Tliic person's brother 
was a shoesriater in Shkoder (AICC;-3 believes the message refers to !Col 
Uogaj who. is presently residing in ::ew Havehj Connecticut). The sa-.e nei>- 
sage was repeated for. four, days ind although Cuni knew the. answer he: , 
reii^rted ne.-atively • to both, questions..' Cttnl.sUJJL cannot guess the sig- 
rdficance of ., the . two. questions as they , were; copoie^i^^^^^ context and ' v. .. 

apparently-v^re asked for- no. reason* 

Goni stated that today the .Albanian ahtirrcomwvi^t rrcsistancx^ . . . 

be. considered as a; isinor .force . • .coesaunist^ a close watch on ? 

even the. smallest, nucleus of potential ^ci-ccHTOnlsts.^Td^^t^ immediate 
steps to :n them ^diether >re P- internal nature or inf il-. 

trated into Albmia from : .Drastic; '.steps .'.'baTe.; been.' t^^ 

agalrc.'t Hnyone'..aosisting.'...th e' intl.-covcsnhist. resisiaxice ^groups; ■ the. .. barber^ ' ■ 

Lng of an an.ti-'corisainlat.;' is .a '^cri=e.'''p Washable ..by.. ip»e'diate ..execution ' ' 

sntiro family of the. person involved. 

rhe main difficulty encountered ly the iui^-co»ud.3ti^»iat^ forces, .is . 

Lhe lack of . food ; and anas and also ;t^ .lack of support population - ; 

rfho fear the reprisals of the cow^unist authorities. Cuni est.imated 

iq?p rax imately UOO persons were arrested curing the three years hr «s in , . 

Qbinia. as a direct result of their having had contact wifli r unt anH hi« . - 
proup. When Cuni; arrived in Albania the resistance moteaent in the Jiirdita \ 

)ukagjini area miabered over 100 persons . - Today Cuni believes that that ^ 

mimber ;has; been reduced to less 'than .30 penwns. .1 1 ,1s. more difficult to , : . ■ ^ 

:onduct clandestine activities now than it was In; l?Up., 

rhe population is vdlling to suppordt a. large-scale operation with the mis- .v; , 
lion of liberatirg; Albania,, but. or the other hand the people are afraid . 
bo support small scale, harrassing-type operations for fear of reprisals. . 

Xni stated that the people want a Vestem liberation and, rather than be 
subject to a liberation by Tugoelavia, th^ prefer to reoaia under the 
jresent regime. 

[n 195li, in order to coabat the innitratlon of lUgosiaT teams into 
ObanlA, the Albanian Government decided to issue arms .to selected persons 
Ln the meuntainous areas of Kalclja, Xadbe, Dukagjini and Kirdita. Ibis' 
were had a favorable paychological effect on the people since felt 

they were contributing towards the defease of Albania against the 

rugoslavs. 
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Cuni . states that his rtiission was ablS'. to . remain in AJhania ior such a long 
period due to the following factors; 

a, . Tlie support given to Cuni's group ty pal 3ib >,irakaj with his 
/. numerous .faithful friends. • 

b. .The large amount of money spent by the group in Albinia. As an 

example, Cuni cited the case of one fanlly in the vicinity of 
. Ibalie v*ich received more than 500 (jold napoleons for selling 
food and clothing to the group. . 

■ . c..; 'T^ 0 - cold-blooded courage of- the Bv^mbers of the , group. ■ , 

d. - The group ^s.. hope of eventually escaping to: C-reece or Italy rather 
than by way of Yugoslavia. ^ 

... e,. : The . group . opeira ted only in the most .difricult .terrain in- the I b a ll 
Dardhe, .-honedhe and Puka ■ areas . ' 

. When Cuni. deciced to cross the bo roe r Ydgc-slavia, he sent Pal Bib 

• j^rakaj to. contact Ul)3 in Gjakova to. explain Cuni’s. position and to oeier- 
: nine the UD3 woidd'give to Cuni aftd his au'^ter crossing 

into Yugpclavia. KirakaJ spoke to a II)B Kajp^apUarl; (fnu^ assured 
the former di at Cuni' s group would bercr«^<^oii^lcal ajylxM with all 
rights as political: refugees. / Prior to lea yij^ Albania, Cuni told Rc« v 
of his decision and received pernissicm to ^ to frpa Hoce with instruc- \ 

. tions to bury the group Is radio in the Koned^ sore at the ncwth/p^ the 
Drin lU ver without tailing the other Benbers of the adssipq, Cuai cid as 
instructed, telling the /others that, he had destroyed the raddlo and throwo 
/ 'it .into ..the river;..- 

C^ni cro ssed the .liigoslar border rrear Gjakova /in or June l?51f Ke : 
. .^5 acdonpanicd by: 25 armed senaad fcrur woewn/ ope of whp« was pardje 
y Ha veriqi . In ' Ybgp slarta, Cuni and the group were treated well bu^’isbla ted 
frpa other Albanians for the first several months. luring his confineaerrt 
in Yugoslavia, member's of Curd's group, .were almost co*?leteiy fcrgottca by 
the Italiarrs and they r'ccei wed orily . a fey clothing parrels fipn Italy. 

In 1952, Cuni attempted to send a rreoort oyllbanian activities in Yhgp- 
slavia to the Italians and selected ^a ^iy 3^ani, a declared aatl- 
cofeauaist and intiaate friend of Xol~W* BibftraJcaj, who resided in 
Rome to ad as the courier. Cuni trus ted Gojani, who was ostensibly 
a businesssian and vho bad lent Curd, mod others of his group more than 
, 200, DGO dinars. Cuni gave Gojani a report whirdi the latter was to send 
to Kol Bib BibairaJeaj^ -Ho^v«r, Cuai learned that the report was given, 
by Gojani to-CoIotrel Cet yKljovl c, chief _oflJa 3 _^baniaa-operatiori 3 . 
Obviously, OojaM was a ITDB infomant. Cuni was subseqaertly calli^ by 
Mijovic and severely reprimanded for atteopting to sneak the report out 
of TUgoelavia, 



